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SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

May 5, 2024 11:00 AM (Confirmation Service) 
May 8, 2024 7:00 PM 

 

The Lord's Supper at St. Paul 
God’s Word teaches the real presence of Christ’s body and blood invisibly in, 
with and under the bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins. We take seriously 
the spiritual care of those who commune at our altar. It is important that every 
partaker must be a baptized Christian and come with repentant faith. The Word 
of God states that no one offend against Christ and His Word by denying His 
true presence and its promise and seal of forgiveness. Because those who eat 
and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (see 
1 Cor. 11:27-29), and because Holy Communion is a confession of what is 
taught and believed at this altar (1 Cor. 11:26), any who are not yet instructed, 
in doubt, or who hold a confession (beliefs) differing from that of this 
congregation (that is, belong to another church body or denomination) and yet 
desire to receive the sacrament, should first speak with the pastor before 
communing. As a courtesy, guests from sister congregations of the LCMS or 
from congregations of the American Association of Lutheran Churches (AALC) 
are also asked to introduce themselves to the pastor before communing.  
 

As We Gather 
A treasured children’s song, “I Love to Tell the 
Story, has a refrain that follows each of the stanzas 
penned by poet Arabella Katherine Hankey, 
repeating the simple words: “I love to tell the story; 
’Twill be my theme in glory, To tell the old, old 
story Of Jesus and His love.” The original Greek 
language in which John wrote his Gospel uses the 
word “love” either as a noun or a verb some nine 
times in the section of Jesus’ words heard in the Gospel for today. Jesus 
wants His disciples and us to know the abiding power of His love. It is that 
love that compels us to love one another—and the “others” beyond our 
circles of family, friends, and other close relationships. We are blessed in 
hearing the “old, old story of Jesus and His love” anew today. May we be 
blessed in telling it out in love as well!  
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Preservice Music 
 

Welcome 
 

Hymn of Invocation: 686 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
 

Invocation  (Please stand, spoken responses) Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
 But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Confession of Sins 
Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
 Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Absolution [John 20:19–23] 

 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
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Introit Psalm 66:1–2, 8–9, 20; antiphon: v. 16 
Come and hear, all you who fear God, 
and I will tell what he has done for my soul. 

Shout for joy to God, all the earth; 
sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise! 

Bless our God, O peoples; 
let the sound of his praise be heard, 

who has kept our soul among the living 
and has not let our feet slip. 

Blessèd be God, 
because he has not rejected my prayer or removed his steadfast love from 
me! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Come and hear, all you who fear God, 
  and I will tell what he has done for my soul. 
 

Kyrie  (Sing responses) Mark 10:47 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 

 For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 

 For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let 
us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 Amen. 
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This Is the Feast Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day: Easter 6 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
  

 Let us pray. 
O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we 
may think those things that are right and by Your merciful guiding 
accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 

First Reading: Acts 10:34–48  (Please be seated)  
 34Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows 
no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is 
right is acceptable to him. 36As for the word that he sent to Israel, 
preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 37you 
yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from 
Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: 38how God anointed Jesus 
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing 
good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 
him. 39And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the 
Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 
40but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, 41not to all 
the people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate 
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42And he commanded us 
to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God 
to be judge of the living and the dead. 43To him all the prophets bear 
witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name.” 
 44While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who 
heard the word. 45And the believers from among the circumcised who had 
come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was 
poured out even on the Gentiles. 46For they were hearing them speaking in  
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tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 47“Can anyone withhold 
water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as 
we have?” 48And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days. 

  

This is the Word of the Lord.  (Spoken responses) 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle: 1 John 5:1–8  
 1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, 
and everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him. 
2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God 
and obey his commandments. 3For this is the love of God, that we keep his 
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. 4For 
everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the 
victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5Who is it that overcomes 
the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
 6This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water 
only but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, 
because the Spirit is the truth. 7For there are three that testify: 8the Spirit 
and the water and the blood; and these three agree. 

  

This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia and Verse  (Please stand, sing) John 6:68 

 Alleluia. 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
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Holy Gospel: John 15:9–17  (Sing responses)  
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 
 Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 9[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in 
my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just 
as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11These 
things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 
may be full. 
 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 
you. 13Greater love has no one than this, that someone lays down his life 
for his friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15No 
longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his 
master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from 
my Father I have made known to you. 16You did not choose me, but I 
chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that 
your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, 
he may give it to you. 17These things I command you, so that you will love 
one another.” 

  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Children's Hymn of the Month  “Come, Let us Worship” (Please be seated) 

Come, let us worship the Lord together, 
 Let us sing His praise forevermore. 
When the family of God comes together, 
 We love to sing His praise forevermore. 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, 
Alleluia, hosanna to the King! 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
Alleluia, hosanna to the King! 

 
Children's Object lesson 
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Hymn of the Day: 700 “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 
 
Sermon “Born of God” (1 John 5:1-8) 
 

Offering (Sunday only)  
 

The Rite of Confirmation (Sunday Only)  page 272ff. 
 

ERIC JOHN PEASLEY 
Born:  June 10, 2009          Baptized:  November 1, 2009 
son of Kelly & Matt Peasley 

“Be faithful, even to the point of death, 
  and I will give you the crown of life.” 
  (Revelation 2:10) 

 
AVERIE ALEXIS STEFANOVSKY 
Born:  March 25, 2010          Baptized:  April 25, 2010 
daughter of Teri Kopasz & Brian Stefanovsky 

“Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; 
 be men of courage; be strong. 
 Do everything in love.” 
 (1 Corinthians 16:13-14) 
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Prayer of the Church  (Please stand) 
 

Preface   (Sing responses) 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Proper Preface (Abbreviated) 
It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
 

Pax Domini John 20:19 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 
 Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 
Distribution of the Sacrament   (Please be seated) 
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Vocal Choir Anthem “The Lamb”  
 
Distribution Hymn: “I Love to Tell the Story” 

 
Text: Arabella C. Hankey, 1834–1911, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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Post-Communion Collect 
 Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 

 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
 Amen. 

 

Hymn to Depart: 922 “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” sts. 1–4 
 

Leaving 
 

Offering (Wednesday evening only) 
(The offering plates are in the back of the church.) 
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